PEACE    NEGOTIATIONS

put   any   difficulties   in   the   way   of her   departure.

Our emissaries asked for some elucidation of the con-
cessions of the Generalissimo, and pointed out the need
for a document to be drawn up to make these formal and
serve the National Council of Defence as a guarantee to
the Spanish people. The Nationalist representatives
explained that no pact would be signed, that there could
be no amplification of the concessions and that we ought
to adjust ourselves strictly to the instructions given by the
Generalissimo. We had, they said, the absolute assurance
that he had the best intentions and desired cordiality and
harmony.

When we had heard their information, we dismissed
the emissaries and remained in Council to discuss what
had happened and to reach some conclusion.

The obduracy of the Nationalists moved nearly all of
the Councillors to a state of great indignation. We
believed that when one was trying to arrange a surrender
the least that could be done was the drawing up of a
document to be signed by both sides and stating clearly
the conditions fixed and mutual guarantees given. The
attitude of the Nationalists in denying us this had no
precedent in history, especially since these negotiations
were between compatriots. However, there was some
hope that negotiations could be resumed because, although
they were apparently cut off, the Generalissimo's repre-
sentatives had given ours a simple code in case we should
need to communicate something to the Nationalist
Government.
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